
apyrcxia. That is eczema. Let us see to what form of asthma it
corresponds. A patient is attacked with coryza, insupportable,
frequent and almost incessant sneezing, without any cause to ex-

plain this cold in the head. The nose runs copiously; the eyes
are swollen and filled with tears. Very soon the nasal mucous
membrane becomes free, and a paroxysm of asthma, with all its
usual characteristics, takes place; dyspnoea, wheezing and the
strange rales of the bronchia.

[To be continued.]
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Lectures on the Diagnosis and Treatment of the principal forms of Pa-
ralysis of the Lower Extremities. By Brown-Sequard, M.D., F.R.S.,
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Laureate of the Insti-
tute of France, &c. &c. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co.
1861. Pp. 118.
These are four lectures, comprising the substance of a part of a

course of lectures on various subjects, delivered a year or two since
in Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin. They are upon the diagnosis,
pathology and treatment of the two principal forms of paraplegia, the
one arising from an excitation that has come to the spinal cord from a
sensitive nerve, or other source of irritation in the viscera, skin, or
mucous membrane, which he terms reflex paraplegia, no lesion being
generally apparent in the cord in such cases ; and the other, conse-
quent upon either congestion or inflammation of the spinal cord.
Among other characteristics of reflex paraplegia, as distinguishing it

from that dependent upon lesion of the cord, the author gives the
following :

—"1. An outside excitation, starting fiom some sensitive nerve, exists before
the reflex paralysis appears.
" 2. The variations in intensity of the outside excitation are often followed by

corresponding variations in the degree of the reflex paralysis.
"3. When the outside excitation ceases altogether, the reflex paralysis also

sometimes ceases altogether, and in a short time.
"4. The various modes of treatment of paralysis are usually unsuccessful in

cases of reflex paralysis, so long as the outside excitation exists.
" 5. Post-mortem examinations, in cases of reflex paralysis, show that this af-

fection does not depend upon any marked organic alteration."
The phenomena of reflex paraplegia he is inclined to attribute to

contraction of the bloodvessels either in the cord itself, in the motor
nerves, or in the mwscles by which the function of nutrition of the p irl
is directly interfered with. " A contraction of bloodvessels in the spi-
nal cord, I have seen," he says, " (in the vessels of the pia mater)
taking place under my eyes, when a tightened ligature was applied On
the liilus of the kidney, irritating the renal nerves, or when a similar
operation was performed on the bloodvessels and nerves of the supra-
renal capsules.'' Again, it is said that " irritations starting from
the urinary and other organs probably produce a paraplegia by a con-
traction rather of the bloodvessels of the spinal cord than of those of
the motor nerves and muscles." The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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Several cases illustrative of the influence of ontside irritation in
the production of reflex paraplegia are given. Disease of the uterus,
of the urethra, inflammation of the bladder, disease of the1 prostate,
nephritis, enteritis, affections of the lungs and pleura;, diphtheria,teething, irritation of the nerves of the skin, disease of the knee-joint,and neuralgia, all seem to play their part in causing this affection.
A distinguishing pathological feature between this form of paraple-

gia and that dependent upen congestion or myelitis, would seem to lio
in the diminished quantity of blood in the spinal cord : there being in
the other form an augmentation ol this fluid. Upon this importantdistinction is based the treatment indicated in these two forms of
paraplegia. In the one, the object being, after getting rid of the irri-
tating cause, to increase the amount of blood, and in the other to di-
minish it.
The remedies which Dr. Séquard has found most efficient in increas-

ing the quantity of blood in the vessels of the spinal cord are counter-
irritants, whose secondary effect is to augment the calibre of the ves-
sels by relaxation, position, this being such as to promote the gravi-
tation of the blood to the affected part, by raising the head and lejj
food, which should be nutritious ; and certain remedies that have the
power of augmenting the vital properties of the spinal cord. Among
the latter he mentions strychnia. Our author does not, in accordance
with the generally received opinion, regard this remedy as a direct
excitant to the cord, but as acting, first, to increase the amount of
blood in the cord, and secondly, in some special manner upon its tis-
sue, by which its vital properties are increased. Practically, there-
lore, it must be regarded as a spinal stimulant.
When this form of paraplegia arises from irritation in the prostate,

or urethra, vagina or uterus, he recommends the cautious local use of
belladonna, the object being to diminish the irritation as furas possi-ble. The internal and constant use of this remedy would tend to in-
crease the pathological condition of the cord by a still further contrac-
tion of its bloodvessels.
The remedies tor paraplegia dependent upon congestion or inflamma-

tion of the spinal cord, are belladonna, which, as before stated, seems
to have the property of diminishing the amount of blood at the verte-
bral canal, and hence the vital properties of the cord and spinal nerves.
Ergot, our author regards also as having a specific action upon the
bloodvessels of the spinal cord, causing their contraction more effectu-
ally and certainly than the last-named remedy. The following is a
summary of the indications of and contra-indications to its use.
" 1st.—Ergot must be employed in cases of paraplegia with irritation of mo-

tor, sensitive, or vasa-motor nerves—i. e., in congestion or inflammation of the
spinal cord, or its meninges.
" 2d.—Fagot must be avoided as an agent only able to increase the parahin cases of paraplegia without symptoms of irritation, such as cases of the reflex

paraplegia, or of non-inflammatory softening of the spinal cord."
Iodide of potassium he recommends as the only known remedy that

may be employed without danger in the various forms of paraplegia,
being especially useful in cases of white softening of the spinal cord,
due to the fatty degeneration of the bloodvessels of that organ. In
cases id' a syphilitic nature, its curative powers are often quite marked.
Stramonium, hyoscyamus, and Indian hemp, are also mentioned as

possessing powers similar to those of belladonna, although in a less
 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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degree. Ammonia, sulphate of quinia and iron he suggests maybe
used with benefit, when the sj7mptoms of irritation are not violent,
and the pulse' is weak and slow.
In summing up the various means of treatment of paraplegia, it

results,
" 1. That in cases of paralysis of the lower limbs, with symptoms of irritationof the motor, sensitive an 1 vasa-motor nerve-fibres of the spinal cord, or of the

roots of its nerves, the pr >per treatment consists in the use of some of the fol-
lowing agents or means : belladonna, ergot, hyoscyamus, stramonium, Indian
hemp, dry cupping, blisters, moxa', issues, the hot douche, and also, sometimes,
the iodide of potassium, ammonia, sulphate of quinia, iron or eod-liver oil.
2d.—That in cases of paraplegia without symptoms of irritation of the spinal

cord, or of the roots of its nerves, the rational treatment consists in the use of
strychnia, sulphur, the cold douche or shower bath, and also of the iodide of po-tassium, and frequently, ammonia, quinia and iron."
We would say, in conclusion, that this little treatise, on a most im-

portant and too often incurable class of diseases, will be found of
much practical interest, and coming from one of the most profound
physiologists of the day, must be regarded as an extremely valuable
addition to medical literature.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, JULY 11, 1861.

Stimulants in Medical Practice.—The question of the expediency of
the free use of stimulante in medical practice seems to be as far from be-
ing definitely settled as ever. The moral question, which a few years
since so profoundly agitated our community, seems at present to have
been set aside from sheer exhaustion, and to it has succeeded the me-
dical and physiological one. Bourbon whiskey and its congeners,
with other ingenious stimulants, put up in attractive bottles, with pictu-
resque not to say artistic envelopes or labels, are active'fy at work on

apothecaries' counters instead of occupying the more vulgar field of
the dram-shop and bar-room, and prominent physicians do not hesitate
to give good-natured certificates to aid the sale of these articles as
remedies for disease. We should as soon think of squaring the circle
or inventing perpetual motion as of coming to a categorical conclu-
sion, pro or con, on this subject. But it is very evident that extreme
views either way are liable to cause much harm, and when these views
tend to harmonize with the natural or depraved appetites of poor hu-
man nature, the physician incurs a grave responsibility who promul-
gates or defends them. The same is true, if we merely regard their
influence on men's physical organization. The boldness with which
Dr. Todd, in his clinical lectures on certain acute diseases, published
in London last year, has advocated what most physicians would call
the excessive use of stimulants in the treatment of disease, is a case
in point. Pew physicians can read these lectures without being start-
led at the freedom with which he employs them ; as, for instance,
when he gives six drachms of brandy every7 hour to a girl 17 years
old, sick with acute rheumatism ; or to another female, suffering from
pyœmic inflammation, a pint of brandy a day for a month at a time ! The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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